Factor X inhibitors.
Factor X plays a central role in coagulation, being the point of convergence of the extrinsic and intrinsic pathways of blood clotting. It may also act as one of the links between the coagulation and inflammatory pathways. These findings suggest that factor X may represent an attractive target for a new antithrombotic drug. Indeed, a factor X inhibitor, fondaparinux, has already been approved for clinical use to prevent post-operative deep vein thrombosis. Factor X inhibitors are also being evaluated for use in the treatment of the acute coronary syndromes, pulmonary embolism and deep vein thrombosis. Oral factor X inhibitors are also being developed, which may be of use in the outpatient prevention and/or treatment of stroke and thromboembolism.